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like Myshkin, he is of this world, he is capable of
ing the views of his brothers and father; he is not a
in relation to the sinners around him. Therefore his merit in
resisting all temptations is the greater. The starets Zosima
tells him, "This is what I think of you: You will O-Q forth
from these walls and live like a monk in the world. You will
have many adversaries, but even your enemies will love you.
Life will bring you many misfortunes, but you will find hap-
piness in misfortune; you will bless life, and you will make
others bless it, and this is what matters most."
Aliosha was doubtless modeled on Shidlovsky, Dosto-
evsky's childhood friend, and Soloviov, the philosopher with
the face of Christ. As for Zosima, we have seen that this char-
acter was inspired by Tikhon Zadonsky and Father Am-
brosius of the Optina Pustin monastery.
"The starcts" writes Dostoevsky, "is a man who absorbs
your soul and your will in his own.'' He is a powerful con-
fessor who rules the monastery by virtue of his extreme clair-
voyance and the serene shrewdness of his advice. "Many say
that as a result of receiving, for many years, all those who
came to pour out their hearts to him, eager for advice and
consolation, he finally acquired great perspicacity. He would
cast one glance at a stranger and guess why he had come,
what he needed, and even what tormented his conscience."
Like Aliosha, Zosima was a man. before becoming a saint.
He lived among his fellow men and served in the army. When
he decided to become a monk he was motivated not by de-
spair or intellectual conviction, but by love. Zosima's doc-
trine is a doctrine of love and joy.
The starets repeats the words of his young brother, "Life
is a paradise in which we all dwell, but we refuse to recognize
this." He says also, "Everyone of us is guilty before all men,